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Kansas Senate 35th District

 ~Week of March 26 - March 30, 2007~

This is probably the last report, because next Friday, the legislature will be in first adjournment. 
That is, if we get the budget completed, and, as I have told you in the past, I am on the budget
negotiating committee. 

There was a procedural motion that was made to send gaming bill to a conference committee. 
That procedural motion passed, but then immediately after the bill was sent to conference
committee, another motion was made, and that motion was to concur.  In other words to adopt
the changes that were made to the bill, and to send the bill to the Governor.  That motion was
made by Senator Barnett.  Don’t misunderstand, Senator Barnett does not support the bill, but
what he was attempting to do from a procedural standpoint, was kill the bill.

Unfortunately, what happened was a twelve-plus hour filibuster, primarily by members of the
Democrat Party, but I believe there was one Republican from Johnson County that also
participated in the filibuster.  During the filibuster time, the budget negotiators had a lot of time
to work on negotiating the budget.  So, in a sense, it was not wasted time for me as it was for
many of the other Senators who were simply sitting there and listening to people read books and
what have you.   What ultimately happened, I believe, is that the proponents were able to come
up with a 21  vote, and so Senator Barnett’s attempt to kill the gaming, did exactly the opposite,st

and the 21  vote was secured, and the bill is now on its way to the Governor.  Now, the motionst

could have been withdrawn anytime prior to the question being put to a vote, but unfortunately, 
when Senator Barnett requested to withdraw his motion, the vote had already begun.  Under the
rules of the Legislature, once the vote has started, the question is “put” and the maker of the
motion can no longer withdraw it.  It was a very interesting procedural day and night.  I pulled
out of the Capital garage about 2:45 a.m. Thursday morning, and I was back negotiating the
budget at about 7:30 a.m. Thursday morning.  

We have come a long, long way on the budget, but here are sticking points.  The House has set



up a fund that has $80 million in it, but does not say what it is they want to do with it.  In other
words, they do not want to pay any bills.  They just want to set it aside and decide what to do
with it later.  The Senate is not in favor of just sticking money in an account and not saying what
you are going to do with it.  The practical effect of doing that, is that it makes you look like you
do not have as much money in the bank as you really do.  It makes it look as if you are in trouble,
so to speak, or it takes away your ability to either fund your tax reductions, or to fund your
programs that you have to fund.  So, the Senate has not been willing to agree to that, and the
House is sticking firmly on that.

The other issue is the pay plan.   The House spent a lot of time, and did some good work on a pay
plan, but we are right in the middle of a review by a consultant of our pay plan, and the Hay
Group has made some recommendations, but their report will not be finished until sometime this
summer.  State employees deserve to know where they are at and, hopefully, know where they
are headed.  But, just to change the pay plan because it is wrong, and hope that what you institute
now may be right, the Senate has a little bit of difficulty with that position.  Not that the House
did not do some good work on their plan, but it certainly is not finished, and that is what the
concern for the Senate is.  

The other two issues are really tied together.  There is a fund called Pregnancy Maintenance, and
statutorily, it is set at $300,000.  The House wants to increase it to $500,000.  The Senate has a
program that it supports, which is called Discretionarily Grants, for after school programs for
middle-school students.  It provides a number of opportunities for school districts and
communities to establish after-school programs for middle-school children to help them do many
things, not the least of which is to not be out on the streets and learning things they should not
learn.  That is about a $500.000 investment, so that is why Pregnancy Maintenance and the After
School Program are tied together.  The Senate is willing to accept the pregnancy maintenance,
because that is a good program as well, but the House is not willing to accept the after school
program.   

These are the four issues that brought us to impasse last night.  I believe we went to impasse
around 7:00 last night and we will not meet again until Monday.  Hopefully, when we have all
had some sleep and our fuses are a little bit longer, we will be able to talk a little more concretely
about those points, and get past the impasse, and get this budget put to the full legislature,
probably Tuesday, because it takes staff almost ten hours to draw up all of the paperwork.   

TOLL FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE

The State Library will continue its practice of operating the toll free hotline for Kansans to call
their legislators and leave brief messages. The hotline number is 1-800-432-3924. If you are
receiving this newsletter and really would like to be taken off my list, just let me know. My
legislative district includes: Barton, Dickinson, Ellsworth, Lincoln, Marion, McPherson and Rice
counties.  If you know of others who would like to receive this newsletter, have them contact me
and I will add them to my list.  I prefer to send this letter by e-mail since the cost is essentially
free, but I do have a limited legislative postage allowance, which is largely reserved for



distributing this letter. 

Senator, 35th District
State Capitol Building, Room 449-N

Topeka, Kansas 66612
(785) 296-7354

emler@senate.state.ks.us

NOTE:  I receive many emails and I need to make certain I am responding to my constituents and
not to somebody in another part of the state.  I want to be responsive to you, so please include
your street address so that I know I am being responsive to my constituents.
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